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THE OLD CHAPEL
Occupying a splendid semi-rural location almost equidistant between the well-served towns 
of Wimborne and Ferndown is Stapehill Abbey, a former Cistercian abbey that is completely 
enveloped by around seventy acres of breathtaking gardens and grounds.





Seamlessly merging old with new, many original features have been 
lovingly retained, whilst the high specification of internal finishes 
offers superb modern day living. 

Mezzanine floors have created spacious open plan living, whilst 
still enjoying the beautiful and visually stunning vaulted ceilings and 
stained glass windows. Even the original chapel doors have been 
restored to their former glory. 

The Old Chapel is indeed the centre point of an outstanding 
landmark development set in grounds approaching 70 acres. A 
gated exclusive private estate of exceptional quality ensuring peace, 
tranquillity and a unique lifestyle. Careful consideration has been 
given to all aspects of this superb home which offers every modern 
convenience, yet embraces and enhances the original architectural 
features throughout. 

It’s former life as a place of sanctuary and worship has been 
imaginatively preserved with many features retained and exhibited 
throughout this historic building which now provides a stunning 
home to suit all ages and abilities. 

























Outside to the front of the property you can find 
a generous private garden to enjoy plus a further 
separate wall enclosed courtyard style garden 
providing the perfect spot to relax peacefully with a 
glass of wine in the sunshine. Immediately adjacent to 
the property is an extra large double garage. 

The extensive communal grounds offer a peaceful 
haven of established planting, historic landscaped 
gardens and a tranquil lake - to be enjoyed by the 
residents at their leisure. Having lain dormant for a 
number of years, this landmark site has been lovingly 
restored to its former glory and further enhanced to 
create a truly stunning environment in which to live. 
History will be preserved for ever within the bounds 
of this outstanding development yet with the benefit 
of modern living conveniences. Mellow flagstones and 
terracotta tiles intertwine with quality brickwork and 
reclaimed roofing materials, whilst the grounds have 
delightful original features strategically situated for the 
enjoyment of residents. 





Seller Insight 
Occupying a splendid semi-rural location almost equidistant between the 
well-served towns of Wimborne and Ferndown is Stapehill Abbey, a former 
Cistercian abbey that is completely enveloped by around seventy acres of 
breathtaking gardens and grounds. In 2019 the two chapels of the Abbey, 
were converted into magnificent luxury homes. Number 7 The Cloisters 
is a unique and very beautiful family home. “When my wife and I first 
came to view the property it was at a very early stage in its conversion, 
but we could immediately see that it had the potential to be everything 
we were looking for,” says the owner. “We’d been searching for a property 
with more space, a layout that would suit the needs of our family and 
also a house that could offer us areas in which we could all be together, 
but equally places that we could retreat to for a bit of privacy. As the 
conversion was at such an early stage we were able to work with the 
architect to suit our needs, and I have to say that we’ve been extremely 
happy here.

“The property has been very cleverly designed. It’s essentially a modern 
home designed for modern living, but all of the stunning architectural 
features of the original chapel have been preserved and they are what 
make this house so incredibly unique. We have two gigantic stained 
glass windows, one at the front of the property and one at the back,  
and eight smaller ones along the entire side of the chapel. The five 
massive stone arches which span the entire length of the building and 
the magnificent vaulted ceiling are not only beautiful to look at but they 
enhance the feeling of both light and space. The focal point of the home 
is the large open-plan kitchen-and-dining area, and that is overlooked by 
a mezzanine lounge that belongs to the master suite. On the other side 
of the master suite is a further well proportioned lounge area, flanked 
by one of the large stained glass windows. In the main building are three 
further generously proportioned bedrooms and when the chapel was 
converted, a cleverly designed glass passage was designed to connect the 
old schoolhouse, which now consists of another bedroom, a bathroom, 
kitchen and a large lounge/diner. The whole house is beautifully finished 
throughout, it’s warm and welcoming and we have a phenomenal amount 
of space. The way we have configured the layout gives total flexibility to 
multi-generational families”



* These comments are the personal views of the current owner and are included as an 
insight into life at the property. They have not been independently verified, should not be 
relied on without verification and do not necessarily reflect the views of the agent.

“My favourite part of the property as a whole would have to be the old 
schoolhouse. The way it’s set up means that it could be used as an annex, 
but I currently use it as office space. It’s where I work, but it’s also a very 
peaceful retreat, and it’s a part of the house that enjoys a gorgeous view 
of the garden.” 

“Our surroundings within the development are so peaceful and incredibly 
picturesque, and it’s also very safe and secure so ideal if we’ve needed 
to lock up and leave. It feels far removed from the hustle and bustle of 
everyday life, but places such as Ferndown, Wimborne, Bournemouth and 
Poole are only minutes away, we can be on the beach in twenty minutes, 
and both Moors Valley Country Park and the New Forest are both around 
15 minutes’ drive from here so we enjoy the very best of both worlds.”

Memorable event (if not another favourite room or unique feature): “One 
of the many things we love about the property is the amount of private 
outside space we have. Just outside the open-plan living area there’s 
lovely terrace, ideal for alfresco entertaining, but we also have a good-size 
garden. It’s mainly laid to lawn, but we’ve added shrubs and flowers so it’s 
very pretty and really easy to maintain, and of course we also have access 
to the stunning communal grounds.”

“We’ll definitely miss the amount of space we have here, but most of all 
we’ll miss the wonderful sense of history of this lovely old building,” says 
the owner.*
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Stapehill Abbey was built in the early 19th century 
and was home to the Holy Cross Abbey order of 
Cistercian Trappist nuns from 1802 to 1991. The 
founding group of women was led by Madame 
Augustin de Chabannes, a professed sister of the 
Parisian Abbey of Saint Antoine. She had been 
imprisoned in the Bastille, narrowly escaping the 
guillotine when the Bastille was stormed, and fleeing 
to Switzerland and a brief respite at La Val Sainte, 
before joining the monastic odyssey, which took 
the refugees across Europe in search of asylum. 
The church was built in 1847-51 and designed 
by Charles Hansom and the cemetery contains a 
memorial cross of 1844 by Pugin, commemorating 
the abbess Mde.de Chabannes.



Agents notes: All measurements are approximate and for general guidance only and whilst every attempt has been made to ensure accuracy, they must  
not be relied on. The fixtures, fittings and appliances referred to have not been tested and therefore no guarantee can be given that they are in working 
order. Internal photographs are reproduced for general information and it must not be inferred that any item shown is included with the property. For 
a free valuation, contact the numbers listed on the brochure. Printed 15.03.2021
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FINE & COUNTRY
Fine & Country is a global network of estate 
agencies specialising in the marketing, sale and 
rental of luxury residential property.  With offices 
in the UK, Australia, Egypt, France, Hungary, Italy, 
Malta, Namibia, Portugal, Russia, South Africa, 
Spain, The Channel Islands, UAE, USA and West 
Africa we combine the widespread exposure of the 
international marketplace with the local expertise 
and knowledge of carefully selected independent 
property professionals. 

Fine & Country appreciates the most exclusive 
properties require a more compelling, sophisticated 
and intelligent presentation - leading to a common, 
yet uniquely exercised and successful strategy 
emphasising the lifestyle qualities of the property.  

This unique approach to luxury homes marketing 
delivers high quality, intelligent and creative 
concepts for property promotion combined with 
the latest technology and marketing techniques.

We understand moving home is one of the 
most important decisions you make; your home 
is both a financial and emotional investment. 
With Fine & Country you benefit from the local 
knowledge, experience, expertise and contacts of  
a well trained, educated and courteous team of 
professionals, working to make the sale or purchase 
of your property as stress free as possible.

The production of these particulars has generated a £10 donation 
to the Fine & Country Foundation, charity no. 1160989, striving 
to relieve homelessness. 

Visit fineandcountry.com/uk/foundation

THE FINE & COUNTRY
FOUNDATION



Fine & Country
Tel: +44 (0)1202 829777
ferndown@fineandcountry.com
11-13 Ringwood Road, Verwood BH31 7AA




